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Excerpt: ... 11 forms, monitor government activities and prevent and resolve conflict. We do this both with the
Government of Kenya and nongovern-mental organizations, in close collaboration with other donors and
under the leadership of the U. S. Ambassador to Kenya. In the testimony | have submitted for the record, |
provide sub-stantial detail on these programs. Therefore, | would like to high-light just two of them now -
legislative strengthening, and political competition and consensus-building. The goal of our work in legislative
strengthening is to improve the effectiveness of Kenyas Parliament. To achieve this objective, we work through
our partner, the State University of New York, to strengthen key parliamentary committees. Program activities
contribute to improving Parliaments oversight of the national budget and corruption-related issues. The focus
of USAID support is the departmental communities that shadow government min-istries, address budget issues,
and play watchdog roles. Our elections and political processes program was part of a multidonor effort to help
Kenya set the stage for credible Presi-dential, parliamentary and local elections in 2007. Developing the
capacity of the Electoral Commission of Kenya ( ECK ) was central to our efforts. The International Foundation
for Election Systems or IFES had been providing assistance to the ECK since late 2001, but our support through
IFES has now ended. Activities focused on providing appropriate technology for more efficient and transparent
elections administration, while improving the skills - the technical skills of the ECK staff. We also channeled
funding through the Joint Donor Elections Assistance Program, managed by the United Nations Development
Program. This program focused on increasing the efficiency and...
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