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Anna Katharine Green (November 11, 1846 - April 11, 1935) was an American poet and novelist. She was one of
the first writers of detective fiction in America and distinguished herself by writing well plotted, legally accurate
stories. Green has been called the mother of the detective novel. HER room was on the ground floor of the
house we mutually inhabited, and mine directly above it, so that my opportunities for seeing her were limited to
short glimpses of her auburn head as she leaned out of the window to close her shutters at night or open them
in the morning. Yet our chance encounter in the hall or on the walk in front, had made so deep an impression
upon my sensibilities that | was never without the vision of her pale face set off by the aureole of reddish brown
hair, which, since my first meeting with her, had become for me the symbol of everything beautiful,
incomprehensible and strange.For my fellow-lodger was a mystery.l am a busy man now, but just at the time of
which | speak, | had leisure in abundance.l was sharing with many others the unrest of the perilous days
subsequent to the raid of John Brown at Harper s Ferry. Abraham Lincoln had been elected President.
Baltimore, where the incidents | am relating transpired, had become the headquarters of men who secretly
leagued themselves in antagonism to the North. Men and women who felt that their Northern brethren had
grievously wronged them planned to undermine the stability of the government. The schemes at this time were
gigantic in their conception and...
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